


The Chamber 

is emerging:

TOMMY
JENNINGS

is not standing still.

P R E S I D E N T

THE BARROW COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WE ARE:

In its literal sense, emerging means to “move out of or 
away from something.” A second meaning of emerging is 
to “become apparent or prominent.” It is this meaning that 
guided the Barrow County Chamber of Commerce in 2022, 
this year and the coming years.

To emerge is to grow. To emerge is to become more. 
To emerge is to become an integral part of what Barrow County 
is and will be. We invite you to come with us on this journey.

As an even more effective advocate for the 
business, industrial, and commercial sectors.

As a necessary and sought-after voice in the important 
conversations taking place about the future of this county.

As a vital force in celebrating this community 
in all its variety and diversity.
As a stronger and bolder leader for Barrow County.

AGRICULTURE

government 
+ communitybusiness

healthcare

industry

arts
+ education

connecting

creating

welcoming

Connecting with new businesses and supporting existing 
ones. We welcome business and industry to the table to 
strengthen and grow the entire community. We welcome 
business and industry to bring to the table those new voices. 
And we welcome business and industry to assist in creating 
growth in our county that enhances the quality of life here.

Welcoming new residents by offering 
connections to business, government, 
recreation, culture, and worship to ease their 
entry into our community. We welcome new 
residents with resources for their everyday 
needs. And we offer new residents one on one 
answers to their many questions.

Creating prosperity for all by supporting businesses and 
industry in workforce development, hiring, and retaining 
quality employees, and in their operations through 
programming options. Offering new and better ways to 
grow and improve business in turn creates and grows 
prosperity, both for businesses and their associates who 
work for these companies.



the Chamber offered members opportunities 
they could not find anywhere else. 

opportunities to celebrate 
accomplishments together

opportunities to hear from 
elected officials about 
important issues 

opportunities to engage in 
conversations with each other 
about their businesses

bringing people 
together for common 
purposes and critical 
opportunities.
 

In2022,

network barrow

small business lunch and learn

eggs and issues

candidate forum

first tuesday

women in business



fundamental

I believe the Chamber should provide 
programs and services that benefit both 
our internal and external customers. 
I want the Chamber to be a champion 
for its current members, new members, 
and community by providing great 
resources, information, networking, and 
a conduit to all the local governments 
within Barrow County.

fun

Focused

The Chamber in 2023 will be fun and 
exciting. With all the growth in Barrow 
County in business and the community, 
these are exciting times. I want the Chamber 
to provide a fun and memorable experience 
for all our members and the community, 
and to show how great our community is.  
One of my business’s values and a Chamber 
value is to have fun and enjoy what you do.  
Let’s have a fun and exciting time in 2023 
and the years to come.

I want the Chamber to focus on 
our members and the community.  
We will show how Barrow County 
is a great place to live and work. 
The Chamber is in a great 
position to support business 
and the community. I am very 
humbled to be the chair for 
2023 and look forward to all 
the great things to come.

“
“

”
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I’ve been truly honored to serve 
as Chamber Chair over the past 
two years, and I am really proud 
of the strides the Chamber 
has taken while navigating the 
uncertainty of the pandemic and 
all of its fallout. 

Tommy and his staff have 
done an amazing job of 
adapting to the ever-changing 
circumstances to keep 
providing great programming 
and the highest level of 
member services.

We now find the Chamber 
stronger than ever and 
poised to help lead our 
communities into an even 
brighter future.

I am excited about Mason’s 
leadership this year and 
David’s in 2024. 

Your 
Chamber 
is in very 
good 
hands.

CHRIS 
maddox

mason 
orr

I am honored 
to serve as 
Chair of the 
Chamber 
this year. My 
goal is for 
the Chamber 
to be Fun, 
Fundamental 
and Focused.

2021-2022 CHAIRMAN 

2023 CHAIRMAN



finance
4%

agriculture

tech

construction +
contractors

business +
professional
services

real estate +
moving/storage

shopping +
specialty retail

industrial
services + supplies

family, community +
civic organizations

restaurants, food +
beverage

religious organizations

8%

4.3%

12.8%

29.4%

12.6%

10.8%

5.4%

9.4%

7.8%

8%
medium 

large

small

( >100, <1500 employees )

( >1500 employees )

( <100 employees )

8%

2%

90%

members by industry members by business size

Chamber 
Members

2020

585 81K
620 84K

650 88.6K

20202021 20212022 2022

barrow county 
population 91

220 260

3160
18

events

attendees

attendees attendees

attendees

events

number of
chamber 
events

number of
network
barrow
attendees

number of
annual dinner
attendees

2 0 2 1

2 0 2 1

2 0 2 2

2 0 2 1

2 0 2 2

2 0 2 2



golf 
tournament

clay 
shoot

We are grateful for the generosity of Harrison 
Poultry and Northeast Georgia Medical 
Center Barrow, whose financial support 
made the first Barrow County Chamber 
of Commerce Annual Report possible.

thanks to our 
annual report 
sponsors



annual
dinner

congratulations to

mary bryant

BUSINESSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

Mary Bryant & Associates Insurance Agency

The team that makes it all happen!

past winners of the Businesswoman of the Year award



In 2022,

2023”

“
david
bleth

2024 CHAIRMAN

David is the President and CEO of Harrison 
Poultry, the 2022 Business of the Year.

BRIDGE-BUILDER 
The organization that helps bring parties 
together to have important conversations about 
the present and future of our great county. 

It took getting involved with the Barrow Chamber to 
see firsthand the tremendous work our chamber 
does behind the scenes to promote our county. 

As Harrison Poultry approaches our 65th 
anniversary as one of the largest employers 
in this county, I know that Mr. Harrison would 
be very proud of the explosive growth seen 
in recent years. He loved this community and 
served it in so many ways through the years, 
and his example is a benchmark for the 
company today.  

My goal for 2024 is that 
the Chamber becomes 
a bridge-builder – the 
organization that helps 
bring parties together 
to have important 
conversations about 
the present and future 
of our great county. 
That is one of the roles that 
Chambers should play in 
communities like ours.

and the next few years are going 
to be invigorating. Will you help 
us create a vibrant future for our 

community?

we laid a foundation for a Chamber that 
will become integral to every important 
conversation and decision in Barrow County.



chamber 
investors

thanks to our

board of governors benefactors

board of governors

Chairman’s circle

corporate partners


